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SUBJECT: TRADEMARK APPLICATION FOR CHATEAU CALIFORNIA 

REF: STATE A-2395 

1. THE EMBASSY REQUESTED THE JAPANESE PATENT OFFICE REJECT 
THE TRADEMARK APPLICATION FOR CHATEAU CALIFORNIA. A TRADE- 
MARK EXAMINER IN THE PATENT OFFICE INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT 
SINCE THE OPPOSITION PERIOD EXPIRED ON MARCH 16 AND NOT ON 
APRIL 15 AS STATED IN REFAIR, IT IS LEGALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
PATENT OFFICE TO TAKE ANY STEPS AGAINST THIS TRADEMARK APPLI- 
CATION. THE WINE INSTITUTE MAY, HOWEVER, REQUEST THE PATENT 
OFFICE, THROUGH A JAPANESE REPRESENTATIVE, TO HOLD A TRIAL 
HEARING AT ANYTIME WITHIN THE FIVE YEAR PERIOD AFTER 
REGISTRATION TO INVALIDATE THIS TRADEMARK, UNDER ARTICLE 46 
OF THE JAPANESE TRADEMARK LAW. ARTICLE 3, PARA 1, ITEM 3 

OF THE PATENT LAW, COULD BE THE BASIS FOR OPPOSING 
THE TRADEMARK. 

2. THE PATENT OFFICE AT PRESENT HAS SUCH A HEAVY BACKLOG 
THAT IT WOULD BE ABOUT TWO YEARS FTER SUCH A REQUEST IS 
MADE BEFORE A TRIAL HEARING IS HELD. A TRIAL HEARING 

CAN TAKE ANYWHERE FROM A FEW WEEKS TO MORE THAN ONE YEAR. 

3. THE PATENT OFFICE TRADEMARK EXAMINER ALSO TOLD THE 
EMBASSY THAT EVEN IF CHATEAU CALIFORNIA IS REGISTERED, 

THE REGISTRATION WOULD NOT AFFECT U.S. EXPORTS OF 
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